Vanishing pleural fluid collections in cardiac failure simulating lung tumours.
Vanishing fluid collections in interlobar fissures, associated with congestive cardiac failure, are uncommon but well-recognized. Previous studies have highlighted the occurrence of solitary vanishing 'tumours', but in the study reported here 7 out of 12 consecutive patients presented with more than one interlobar fluid collection simulating pulmonary tumours. In most cases a lateral radiograph confirmed the correct diagnosis and in all cases follow-up radiographs demonstrated resolution of all pleural fluid collections. In one case ultrasound was helpful. Making the correct diagnosis is very important in order to prevent inappropriate investigations and treatment such as biopsy or surgery. It is suggested that unusual pleural fluid collections may be more common in communities where pleural disease following stab wounds or tuberculosis are more prevalent.